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Solas 2023
Solas means “light” in Irish. Each year at the Solas Awards, The Welcoming 
Center shines a light on the contributions immigrants have been making in 
our city and region. Last year, we came together for the first time in person 
since 2020 at Cherry Street Pier. This year we are thrilled to host Solas 
2023 at World Cafe Live. This will be a 20th Anniversary celebration of 
The Welcoming Center with live entertainment, networking, recognition of 
honorees who have been integral to the growth of our work, and an overall 
celebration of our community. 

In celebration of the 20th anniversary of the founding of The Welcoming 
Center, we are honoring three individuals who, without their vision, 
dedication, and support, The Welcoming Center would not exist: Anne 
O’Callaghan, Anuj Gupta, and Patrick Eiding. Please join us on Monday, 
April 24th in celebrating and honoring these remarkable visionaries!

Celebrating 20 Years of The Welcoming Center
In 2000, our founder, Anne O’Callaghan, was volunteering for an 
immigrant resource center which primarily helped Irish-American 
immigrants. Anne encountered a woman from China, who spoke almost 
no English, but was seeking help finding an ESOL class for her son. 
Anne’s experience trying to find ESOL classes for this woman brought 
home to her how exponentially more difficult the integration experience 
is for immigrants with limited English-speaking abilities. Anne decided 
that she had to do something to create a centralized resource center 
for immigrants. In 2003, Anne and her close network of friends and 
supporters opened The Welcoming Center.

Since our founding, The Welcoming Center has carried out Anne’s vision 
for 20 years! To date, we have served over 20,000 people from over 
150 countries around the world, promoting inclusive economic growth 
through immigrant integration.

The Welcoming Center
We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization based in Philadelphia that 
promotes inclusive economic growth through immigrant integration.The 
Welcoming Center develops programs that address barriers to immigrant 
integration and economic advancement in the region. We collaborate 
with our participants, a broad spectrum of organizations, and public  
and private sector institutions to advance learning, shape policy, and 
grow the economy.

About Us
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Your Impact
The 2022 Solas Awards were a huge success, and 
we are so grateful to all who attended, sponsored, 
donated, and supported the event. Collectively, 
we raised more than $473,000 that directly fund 
programs and services for immigrants in our region. 
These services include workforce development, 
education and training, English language acquisition, 
civic engagement, and small business technical 
assistance. 

Here’s How Your Sponsorship Will Be  
Put To Use

$25,000

$10,000

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$25 – $500

Helps two entrepreneurs plan, launch, 
and grow a new business.

Connects two immigrants to meaningful 
family-sustaining employment.

Provides one adult learner with the 
English language training needed to 
enter and advance in the workforce.

Provides one full scholarship for a 
participant in our Immigrant  
Leadership Institute.

Helps an immigrant entrepreneur 
complete our 12-week Business  
Training Program.

Pays for much-needed classroom 
materials and supplies.

Why Sponsor Solas 2023?

Engagement
The Solas Awards offer you and 
your company the opportunity to 
ENGAGE with a broad and diverse 
audience, including immigrant talent 
and business leaders. Last year’s event 
attracted over 500 attendees.

Commitment
Demonstrate your COMMITMENT to 
the economic recovery and continued 
growth of our city and region. Given 
this milestone anniversary year, we 
are aiming to raise $500,000 and 
hope you can join us as a sponsor 
and donor to help make this possible. 

Celebration
Help us CELEBRATE and support 
the power of diverse, inclusive 
communities in a nonprofit 
independent venue dedicated to live 
music, education, and community 
engagement. This year’s celebration is 
so significant to us, recognizing how 
far we’ve come.
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Sponsorship Opportunities At A Glance

Sponsor Level Title Champion Partner Sustainer Supporter Friend Fan

Opportunity Details $50,000 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $1,000

Premier recognition as the Solas 
Awards Title Sponsor X

Customized corporate 
sponsorship opportunity

X

Stage co-branding with your 
company logo and on  
stage projector 

X

On stage mention OR  
speaking opportunity by one 
company representative

X X

Feature about your company in 
one edition of The Welcoming 
Center’s quarterly newsletter

X X

Sponsorship displayed on 
physical and digital signage at 
the event

X X X X

Name on promotional materials 
(includes event reminders, email blasts, 
social posts, press releases)

X X X X X

Ad in event program book
Full page  

color
(priority 

placement)

Full page  
color
(priority 

placement)

Full page  
color
(priority 

placement)

Full  
page  
color

Full 
page 
B/W

Half  
page  
B/W

Quarter 
page 
B/W 

Number of tickets 25 15 10 8 6 4 2

Sponsorship recognition on The 
Welcoming Center’s website 
and annual report for one year 
and 20th Anniversary materials 
for one year

X X X X X X X
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Program Book Specifications
The program book is distributed to over 400 
Solas Awards attendees and is utilized by The 
Welcoming Center throughout the year for 
promotional purposes and to demonstrate support 
for our mission. 

Program Book Size 
5”w x 8.5”h

• Full Page Color: $3,000 
5”w x 7.625”h

• Full B/W Page: $2,000 
5”w x 7.625”h

• Half B/W Page: $1,000 
5”w x 3.6857”h 
(horizontal only)

• Quarter B/W Page: $500 
2.375”w x 3.6875”h 
(vertical only)

• B/W Listing: $250

For more information, please 
contact Rebecca Rathje, Director of 
Development, at:

Phone: 215.557.2858

Email: rebecca@welcomingcenter.org
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Solas 2023 Celebration
April 24th, 2023

Yes! I/We would like to pledge our support to the SOLAS 2023 Celebration as follows:

Supporter $5,000 Friend $2,500 Fan $1,000

Title Sponsor $50,000 Champion $25,000 Partner $15,000 Sustainer $10,000

The Welcoming Center
211 N. 13th Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Three Easy Ways to Pledge Your Support:

1. By check. Made payable to “The Welcoming Center”.

2. By EFT. Provide the appropriate email address and we will send an invoice.

3. By credit card:

Questions? Please contact Rebecca Rathje at 215.557.2858 or rebecca@welcomingcenter.org

Your Name:

Name on Card:

Signature:

Card Number: CVV:

Expiration Date: Billing Zip Code: Amount Charged: $

Phone: Email:

Address:

Your Company’s Name:
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